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I would like to thsnk all those who 
returned their Questionnsire 

promptly, some of the ideas ^^dil te 
-fiorked on over then next few 
months. There haA« teen a nurnter of 
requests for technictal items such as 
\\^jrking w'lth Machine Code and 
Sector Editor's etc. \^tiich I cannot 
gi'^.'e as I am not a. technical computer 
person so we could do 'with a 
Aijlunteer for Technical Editor who 
could vsTite 8. Technical page each 
month or tw^C! and could also de-al \\?ith 
a Help Page, There ^vvere also requests 
for re-Tiews on hardware and softw^are 
^li'hich again I cannot really help with, 
ss far as the hard^'^^re goes 1 can only 
re^^iew the equipment that I ha^^ and 
as far es software is concerned I do 
not ha',e the time to really get to 
kxiow any \^'ell enough, all rny time is 
spent either wcirking on the 
newsletter, -ftTiting to other 
memters, sorting out new memters, 
copying disks etc etc. So much so that 
in the very near future all geoCLUB 
soft\i.J8re will be available from our 
softwsre library run by Terry Watts, 
This is with the exception of Quincy 
Softworks products which will still be 

c-oj3tjjia&d OB J^ge 9 
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GEOS STYLE SHEETS 

A way to place your 
GeoWrite letters into a fancy 
GeoPublish letterhead........ 

Without doing too much worfc 

by Joseph Thomas 



OK. So mayte I ha^'e a small chip on 
my shoulder. So mayte it's a 6510 
chip. ^E|fhich, in the eyes end minds of 
my PC friends, is a ^ery small chip, 
indeed, 

I can't remember for cert .sin, fcoit 
I'm pretty sure that ejipy is one of the 
se^ien deaidly sins, I knovs'' absolutely 
that eii^pf is a waste of spirit So, when 
I find mj'seif feeling a little envious of 
things that I hear of fcflks doing on 
their PC's, I try to figure out a %\gty to 
do it on jjj ^computer. 

Now, understand, the cabinet of my 
comiDuter say^ "Commodore 128D"', 



bjt anyone -R'ho knows me know:;; 
what I rdfis/lv hai'e is a GEOS 128 
computer. So when I heai'd rny PC 
buddies talking about "style sheets", I 
asked mj'self how I could create st'jde 
sheets on my GEOS computer. I finally 
realised that I had e^-er^/thing I needed 
to print out a perfectly formatted page, 
including a fancy letterhead, using 
GeoPublish and Geo¥/rite. 



The 



idea is 



simple one ~ so 



simple, in fact, that protetaly eyery 
GEOS user on the planet has been 
using it for years, and only I .srn 
disoiAJering it at this late date. Being 
the egotist that I am, ho\^«^!er, 6.510 
chip on my shoulder and all, I'm still 
going to describe the technique o^«r 
the next few p.ages. You may as v.^11 
read on; pu m-ay not h.ave thought of 
efer}tjb/j3g when j^uirhsgaii using style 
sheets beck in 1987, The idea (a 



S£:tm 









simple one, remember?) is to create a letter 
that looks fancy and is well laid out, but 
v,ithout having to do much work..,. at least, 
without ha^ang to do the same work crer .and 
o^er. 

Want to try it? You'll need GeoV/rite -and 
GeoPuHish, and to make things a little 
easier, ;^.u should ha\'e GetltV/rite. It is 
purely coincidental th.at I -am the author of 
GetIt Write. I would still use it e^en if it had 
been 'WTitten by some computer a-ja't^like 
Jim Collette. 

This article is divided into t-R^ mapr 
sections. The first section describes how to 
create the Style Sheet, the second describes 
a systematic ^^^ay of using it. The Style Sheet 
\mll consist of twD documents: a Geo^Vrite 
file .and a GeoPublish file. 

Creating the Style Sheet 

Open GeoV/rite, and CREATE a new 
document named "txt.". You are about to 
type the shortest Geo¥/rite docuinent you 
h-a-ve e-^=er ^Titten, When Page 1 settles in, 
hold the Commodore key and tou;;h the "L" 
key This is the GEOS shortcut for a page 
b^eak. If yon are menu dri^^en, ycnj. can click 
the "page iDreak" submenu item. The point 
is, the only character in the entire 
document is a page lareak. Close the file and 
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retura to the Desktop. 

Mow, wssn't that easy? Vfell there's 
a little WDrk coming up, but it -Rill te a 
snap for someone ss bright qs jJinu Mow 
you want to create a new GeoPuHish 
document Try calling this one "Ltr.". 
The period at the end of this and the 
GeoV/rite filensrae is ^^ry important, by 
the way. It alloy's us to use what the PC 
buys call "filen-ame extensions". Of 
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and down the page. Plaice Y guidelines at 
1", 21/2", 31/2", .and 101/4". These, as 
yju might haA'e guessed, are running back 
and forth across the page, Geometrists call 
these kind of lines "horizontal". I call 
them "Mancy". 

Mow for the name and address, which is 
a crucial part of any letterhead. I suggest 
that you use ^^ui^ au^i name and address, 
but if ;^iU ai-e not satisfied with ysurs, there 
ai'e plenty to be found in any phone 



33^ 




Tlie Master Page Guidelines and Text 

course, for the PC bDys, the use of 
filename extensions is sort of critical. 
For us GEOS dudes, it is just to /aoA 



one OLftvlie of Cie';eland ■%dll ever 
recognize. Run youi^ name and 
address do-v^n the page on the right 
hand side. Just to the right of the 
71/2" guideline, I used 48 point 
LW_Galey for my name, and 24 point 
for my address and phone number, 
Then I drew a -^'erticai line down the 
page at ai'ound 73/8". This single 
line transforms the page into a 
graphic masterpiece. For now, just 
use my brilliant design. Le.ter, pull 
%vant to change it to suit youi' own 
taste, suc:h as it is. Of coui'se, vciu 

haven't e^=en used the guidelines, yet 

Watch. 



the GeoPublish 



Designing 
Letterhead 

When yo^jr GeoPublish file "Ltr." 
opens, go to the Master Page mode. 
Here is %vhere j^ou'll design youi- 
letterhead. For the pm-poses of r:^ 
illustration , you'll haA^e to use jnj.^:^' 
letterhead design. Then you can staiA 
o-^rer with yovr own.. A few guidelines ^W 
ai-e in order here (not helpful rules for |t|^'" 
li^/lng a happy life, bat little dotted lines \^^( 
that run up and do^i^m and beck and ^>'« 



q&oi h'e mode I'leuj opNon 
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forth on the GeoPublish page). Place X t M ^*^ ^ 
guidelines at 1", 51/4", 7", and 71/2". S^^ ' y^'^T^r ' ^ 
These guidelines should be running up "^ '' "' 
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Page Layout: Page One Text Regions 
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Lea^« the Master Page end go into 
the Page La.vout Mode. Click on the 
"snap" tool. (Don't fee standing too close 
to it %vhen it comes on.) How ;,h3u wnll 
define t'v^'o regions which will become 
text areas. Create a region that runs 
from the >Dl"//;21/2" coordinate to the 
S51/4".,Y:31/2" coordinate. Create 
another region that runs from 
m"..Y:31i2" to X7",Y:101/4". These 
coordinates fall on the guidelines you 
ha-ve created, and the snap tool should 
let j'ou. do this quite easily. Now click 
the Text Tool icon. 

A dialog hox full of GeoV/rite 
filenames v,dii .appear., from which ^iou 
should select "txt.". First, click the 
mouse in the smaller of the two regions 
that jou'-^e created, then in the larger, 
lo\TOr region ( Ivyj). Ripple the text bj? 
clicking the "SHOW icon. You'll see hf 
the resulting diagonal hnes that we 
haA^en't used up much of the text 
regions. Considering the length of the 
GeoV/rite file"txt", this is not 

surprising. 

Mow go to P.age 2, or, 1 should s.ay, 
cj-sate Page 2 .and define a region that 
runs fiwn >S1",Y:I" to X7",Y:101/4" -- 
again, using the guidelines. Select the 
Text Tool, and then select "txt." from 
the file fcox. Click the mouse in the 
region jjou've just defined, and ripple 
the text. You'll now ha.-ve to decide how 
many pages you. \\«nt to allow for in yoxsr 
style sheet. Cre-ate as manv as ^^u. think 
yDu might ever need, and make each 
suci:^eding page identical to Page 2. 
When },irou figure )^u. h.a.^« made enough 
pages, go back to Page 1 . 

Wow enter the Page Graphics mode 
and zoom in to the area around 
X1",Y:7". Select the Text tool, and 
place the wc.rd "DATE" so that it falls 
just LU7der the YA" guideline and ends 
on the Y:7" guldehne. Use ^vh-a.teA'er 



font you think Jc^du. might norrn-ally use 
when yxju write a letter. This "DATE" 
bjsiness is so that the current date will 
appear when you print yDur letter. If ^^ou 
sre going to w^nt to enter the date 
maxiuslly when you t)pe your letter, you can 
redesign this part later. I'll 'try to 
rememter to tell yon how. 

Using the GeoWrite/GeoPublish 
Style Sheet 

You now ha.\Te your style sheet in the 
form of a GeoWrite document ("txt.") and a 
GeoPubdish document ("Ltr."). Return to 
the Desktop and copy these two files to a 
fresh disk %vhich will be used as a Stj-ife 
>S,beet Master JJJsA Ultirn-atelv. this 
master disk will contain wnjr stvle sheet 
master files, plus any letters yiou. WTite 
using the style sheet. The method you. use 
to implement these stvle sheets vA\\ 
depend upon the hardware ;^iu. are using. 
The method I am going to describe 
assumes the use of a ramdriA^e or a 
wjrkdisk, on which the %TOrk ^^411 ke 
accomplished. You should modify the 

1 *' 

technique besed upon the equipment yon 
are using and yom OAii'n style of M^iorking. 

Setting Up the Workdisk 

Start bj,' cop>?ing the files "Ltr." and "txt." 
ft^om the Style Sheet M-aster Disk to the 
ramdri^=e or vi^orkdisk. From the desktop, 
select the file "Ltr.", then click the j'ejisjuys 
option ft^om the j^yfemenu When the dialog 
bDx asks for the new name, append the 
"Ltr." filename with a string that ^mll help 
identif;^ the document. I like to identify 
mine with a name and date, so 1 wsDuld end 
up -with a filename like "Ltr..Jimbo.920315". 
This shows that it is a letter to " Jimbo" and 
th.at it was written on March 15, 1992. You 
can use dumb filenames later, if you. like, 
but for now use this ona It makes it easier 
for me to explain the procedui^e when 1 
know what filenane ;^u are using. 
Wow it's time to use GetltV/rite, From the 
GetltWrite file box, select 
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"Ltr.Jimb3.920315". If yoiH^ie been 
paying attention, the dispia;^ screen 
should appear and show the imported 
GeoV/rite file "txt", with an "OK" 
alongside. Click the "rename" menu 
item, then the "geoV/rite file" 
su.fca-nenu. item. Select "txt." from the 
file box and rename it to 
"txtstylesheet". This is because ^'SDur 
new style sheet is the subjetct of the 
letter you. are going to Wite. Quit 
GetltV/rite and return to the Desktop. 

T^ing the Letter 

Wow yiou. can wTite ^Dur letter. Open 
the GeoWrite file "txt.st>4esheet". On 
Page 1 you'll see a page break just 
telow the cursor. Remember the 
page break \^!e made? There it is. On 
Page 1 t}pe .Jimto's name and 
address. Use yo^jr fa-t-orite font; that 
is, use any font that ;^u've bothered to 
copy onto this -vwrk disk. Didn't yc'U 
put some fonts on the disk? Do I haA^e 
to tell you er«/;f-fAwj? Once \=>ju'\'e 
t;^Ded the name and .sjddress, go to 
Page 2. The "next page" sub-menu 
item or a C= + keypress will get yon 
there. On Page 2 jiou can begin tjping 
the body of your letter. Feel fo4e to 
moTO the par-agraph indentation, to 
add tabs, change justification, and 
change fonts. .Just leaA^ the rnai'gins 
alone. They are set by GeoPublish, so 
ytou don't need to mess With them 
here. When ^'ou.Se said all ysou can 
think of to say (that shouldn't take 
long), lock up .at the page number on 
the top of the screen and make a 
mental note of what page jou're on. 
Return to the Desktop. 

Printing the Letter 

OK. You're \\Titten your letter in 
GeoWrite. It's only fair that it be 
printed ft-om GeoPublish. Actually, 
you'll print it from the Desktop. Drag 



the icon for the file "Ltr.Jimbo.920315" 
OT?er to the printer icon and deposit it 
there. I hope yon!ve remembered to turn 
on pur printer. I also hope pu know the 
printer icon from the trashcan icon. If yon 
have a Postscript laser printer, you can use 
GeoPubLsser to print the file.' vVhate'^Br 
jmir printing method, yonUl get a dialog 
box asking, among other things, which 
pages yon wsrd to jurint. There will be a "1" 
in the box on the left. The tox on the right 
will ha-s^ a number equal to the number of 
23-^63 }=DU created when ^jsou designed the 
GeoPublish file "Ltr.". " This is not 
neccessarily the number of p.ages y»3u -^^nt 
to print, Do jou rememter the numter of 
Tjages in the GeoV/rite file "txt.stj4esheet"? 
Subtract 1 from that number. Enter the 
result in the box on the right. Can joj. 
figure out wh/? Pages 1 and 2 of the 
GeoWrite file "txt. stylesheet" haA'e been 
pDured onto Page 1 of the GeoPublish file 
"Ltr..Jimbo.92031 5". If ymi haA« a Page 3 in 
yom "txtstylesheet" file, it is on Page 2 of 
the GeoPublish file. And so on. 

Once you've selected the pages to print, 
click the "OK" icon. Your letter to .Jimto 
will te printed on yonr glorious letterhead. 
His name .and address are placed so that 
they will show in a windowed envelope. 
Tne current d.ate is printed at the top of 
the first page. Notice that to wTite .and 
print yj.m letter yon ne^^er actually opened 
the GeoPublish file. 

SaTO Yonr Work to Master Disk 

How >c.u. should saA'e the files 
"Ltr..Jimte.920315" and "txtstylesheet" 
beck to j^iur m.3ster disk. If yon w^ant to 
-STite another letter, just copy' the master 
files "Ltr." and "txt" from the master disk 
to the wnrkdisk and go back to square one. 
If ;j?ou can't find square one, go beck to 
the top of this page and mo^^je down 21 
lines to "From the desktop..," 
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Maimal Date Entry 

Oh, jiesh. I promised you sn 
slternati-iie to that automatic letter 
dating. If yon tend to be flaky atout %vhat 
fonts jtnu use, and you %TOnt the date to 
show up in that font, or if ^j?ou just \i.!ant 
to always (ipe m the date instead of 
haA^ing GeoPubhsh do it for you^ here's 
what to do. 

Go teck to the GeoWrite file "txt.". On 
Page 1, insert another page break. 
Then, open the GeoPuMish file "Ltr."and 
delete "DATE" fi^Dm Page 1 in the Page 
Graphics mode. Go to the Master Page 
mode and add a "r-Jancy (horizontal) 
guideline at 11/2". Go to the Page 
La.j'ijut mode and create a region from 
Xl":^"!" to Z7":Y 11/2". Click the Text 
Tool, select the GeoV/rite file "txt." from 
the file box, and poui' it into this new 
region. Mow there ai^e tjbri^cf text 
regions on Page 1 of the GeoPuUish 
document "Ltr.". That's it! 

V/hen j!!ou. tj^se v.tDur GeoVifrite letter, 
type the d.ate on Page 1 . If yon %\?snt it 
to be positioned on the right hand side 
of the page, [^^u should rj^jbt/iL^tL^'Page 
1. Page 2 %\dll now be for the name and 
address of the person yo^3!re WTitirig. 
This p.age should be J^Jf /Ls?tL6'i=d. Page 
3 will be the first page of the body of 
met- ^e^^er. T>pe away till yon!Te done, 

take note of how many pages wu 
end up with. 

When )^u print the GeoPuUish 
file, 8xid jciu. get the dialog box 
asking %^=hich pages to print, 
subtrasjt 2 fi^om the numter of 
p;3ges in the GeoWrite document, 
and stick the result into the box 
on the right. How 'R'e're talking 
high le^;el math, ai'en't we? I 
refuse to explain the reason for 
this. Ha-'.'en't ytou learned 

ii'J 



Easier Done Than Said 

Supposedly, in the script for the motion 
picture Gojie WjtJi 77ie Miia there is a 
page that reads "Atlanta Biu-nf. ¥/ith 
these tv^jo v^Kivds, the screenwriter 
summarised what tuiTied into months of 
wurk for the production crew. O^er the 
last few pages, I hsAe latoriously descrited 
a technique for \witirig letters that is much 
quicker and easier to do than the length of 
this article might suggest. In order to 
emphasise the true simplicity of the 
technique, I would like to present the 
following summary of steps. 

Create the Style Sheet Documents: 
Smnniary 

Create a Geo¥/rite document named 
"txt.". V/ithout entering any text, create a 
page b'eak and return to the Desktop. 
Create a GeoPublish document named "Ltr." 
On the Master Page, place your letterhead 
text and any desired graphics. Create 
guidelines that %\4ll be used for defining 
text regions. In the P.3ge LajtDut Mode, 
create a text region on Page 1 for the 
name and address of the recipient of ycnjr 
letter. Create another text region for the 
first page of fonr letter. Create additional 
pages and place text regions on each page. 
Place the word "DATE" on the top of Page 1 
in the Page Graphics mode, or, create a 



qeo.; file mode vs^i.u 
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text region on Page 1 in the Page Lsyovt 
mode for manual entity of the letter's 
date. Return to the Desktop and sb:-^. 
the files "txt" and "Ltr." to a Master 
Disk. 

Using the Style Sheet: Summary 

Copy the files "txt." and "Ltr." fi^Dm 
the M.9ster Disk to a. wjrkdisk or 
ramdisk. Rename the file "Ltr." to a 
filename appropriate for yo-ur letter. 
Using GetltV/rite, rename the file "txt" 
to .an .appropriate filename. Open the 
tieoV/rite file -and type the recipient's 
name and address on Page 1. Go to 
Page 2 and begin taping the tody of j^jur 
letter. When finished, return to the 
E5esktop. From the Desktop, print the 
GeoPublish file, then s.3.^vb the GeoV/rite 
and GeoPublish documents to yjui- 
master disk. 

Create Your Owa Stylesheets 

Now that yju're comanced th.9.t it's 
really not th.at hard to create and use 
Style Sheets, you can take what you'-ve 
le.3rned and design your own letterhead. 
If you'd like to overwhelm me \\ith your 
cre.a.tions, drop me a note at P.O. Box 
Georgi.a,. I'll 

entertain any questions or comments 
yDu might ha.'« regarding this article. 

BESTSELLER C64 

You. just cannot keep the C64 down! 
The C64 is still the most successful 
computer in the 'wcirld, and it is .already 
in it's tenth year of produc:tion. Business 
Manager for the German Di\4sion of 
Commodore Computers Ltd, Mr Helmut 
Jost, said the fDllo\T»'ing, when asked 
ateut the reason behind the 
Commodore success story; "It is 
amasing to think that any computer 
cn3uld be still to on the market after ID 
years. It has held it's own ag.ainst the 
larger PC's for the whole period. There 



Qxe o^^r t'tt'eh'e million C64/C128 owners 
in more than 100 countries - this must be 
something of a record, possibly one that 
Will never be repeated in the computer 
branch again!" This is part of an inter^'iew, 
which was given b^ the Commodore 
m.3nager at the H-anno^er Trade Fair iust a 
month or so ago. Foilo%\!ing the interview 
another was gi^^en at the trade fair's 
press-conference by Commodore's 
European Manager, Mr IrAag Gold, %\4io 
said; "It can without doubt be said that the 
C64 makes computing and computer 
technology accessibie to everyone. We 
have just opened our first East European 
representati'^'e branch in Moscow. Tliis is 
the start of intensi''.'e .acti^dty in Eastern 
Europe by Commodore. Oui' experience in 
Eastern Europe sho'A=s th-at the C64 is 
exactly the right m-achlne for ne-scomers 
to computing and will enaHe them to 
gather knowledge and experience in 
computing. The C54 m-akes it possilie to 
learn quickly and easily due to it's 
easj'^to-learn programming and technical 
h.andling." 

A Hew 
Computer-Recycling-System 

Mr Jost also took the valuable chance .at 
the trade fair to introduce Commodores 
new Environmental Concept According to 
Mr .Jost "We are not just introducing a 
retrieval s^^tem for old computers. Our 
new concept is based on the professonal 
reutilisation and processing of old 
m.achines. ¥/ith this new recyrrling sv'stem 
the percentage of components that are 
not able to be fully rec^Jcled and reutilised 
Will te atout 5%. The other 95% of the 
computer components v,4ll be 
re-introduced into the industr/. 
This report appe-ai-ed in the May addition 
of the C64'er, (the German magazine for 
commodore 64/128 users) which appe.ars 
once a month. 

ROY 
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De32' Frank.. 

I have a BROTHER HR5 printer do you 
kncro? which printer dri-ver I shoudd use 
and the t jpe of interface?. 
Charles I^ne, B%^t:jle Ci^'^d 
Dear Charles, 

I am afraid I don't but I know a GIRL u4io 
does. Sharon Chambers sent this 
information. " The Brother HR5 was 
my first printer before I bought my 
Star LCIO Colour. The Printer 
driver I used for this was BLUE 
CHIP Ml 20, I also used the 
Sprintl28 interface from Datel 
Electronics". " As a matter of 
interest with my LClOCoIom- I use 
Star NC-10 or Epson FX-80 when 
using a black ribbon, for full colour 
using the colour ribbon I use the 
Epson SX-80 with the DlP's set as 
follows,, SWl 1,4,6,8 *SW2 1,2,3,4 
OH. SWl 2,3,4,5 OFF, 1 hope this is 
of help" Thanks Sharon. 



WANTED 

Origins! Copy OWLY of geoPUBLISH. 
Must also te complete with m.anusl 
Write or phone... Sharon Chambers, 

CreT^e, Cheshire, 
Tel 02 

Original copy ONLY complete with 
manual GEOS V2.0 
Simons Basic E^isk or Disks 
Mr. C. Street, 

Somerset, 

I h8A« recei"5,^d one or twD enquiries 
regarding obtaining GeoPuHish as other 
suppliers seem to ha^TS difficulty in 
oteaining copies. I ha-ve also had 
requests for Original GEOS from 
wjiid-te new users, anyone v>4th any 
spare an^/thing GEOS eg \T.,2 with 
manual I could probaHy find it a \^ry 
good home and probaHy a fair price. 



Printers, Printing and 
Geos 

by Roy Mcintosh 

I read with interest in the geoNe^'s, 
issue 7. ft'orn Jv'Iai'ch 92, the ixiformation 
about how to build a Centronics cable, or 
as it is othervidse known, geocaHe (gc) 
for Centronics compatible printers. It has 
been my impression ( rightly or vwongly ) 
that the majority of Commodore Users in 
the UK connect their C64's / C128's to 
their printers "-m an internal or external 
Commodore (serial) interface. I am not 
sui'c whether this assumption of mine is 
rdlid, or whether the ree^son for doing so 
is due to a lar:k of information about other 
printer setups, or maybe due to the fact 
that there ai-e really ^.'ery few Centronics 
compatible printers sold in the UK; a 
theory I tend not to believe! 

ikiyhow, as the numter of "\«iious 
printer-t)pes being marketed are "like 
grains of sand on the beach"; the 'i.ery 
first major problem that a 'ft^uid- be 
"GeosUser" is conh'onted vAth is how to 
achie'/e that required printout. There are 
still a number of printers floating about 
"ftith the "conveniently" incorporated 
Commodore (serial) interfaces. These 
printers, amongst which are the smaller 
Commodore printers, a few machines 
made by Seikosha; e.g. the Seikosha SP 
18UVC, which deliver a mediocre 
printout and the results of which can 
rarely te impro-iped on. Some of the 
machines ai'e supplied %\ith both an 
integrated serial interface qs well as a 
separate p.arallel Centronics interface. In 
this cese a lot of cwaiers -wsould more than 
likely te tempted to use the commodore 
serial interface, mainly due to the fac:t 
that it is easier and (supposedly) more 
practical. After all, there is only one cable 
and normally hardly any changes to te 
made to the printer-setup. The printer 
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can generally fce connected and put to 
use straight 8^*8.y. This is, ho^ce^Jer, not 
really the most logical -ft^ay of doing 
things, and "as an explanation can 
often clarify most problems" 1 shall 
explain vA:i-^. 

The reason is qmte easy Geos provides 
the print-files in the standard 
EPSOH-format. Most printers are now 
either Epson-, or IBM-iCompatiWe, 
hence the files are not required to be 
con\!erted to enable them to be used 
by the printer. The iota of the serial 
interface for the C64 / CI 28 (either 
internal or external) is to convert the 
print-files fi'om the Commodore 
format into the the Epson format for 
printing. This is not only (as already 
explained) not necessary for Geos, bjt 
also has a negati^.'e effect on the 
printoutl The direct printer flags 
within the interface ha-ve to be fixed. 
This is not al v^jsys possible -wdth Geos. 
The program boot-sequence when 
us.ed with an acti'v'ated interface can 
sometimes cause a program cr.ash, or 
the program just hangs up and stops 
working. 

-Another aspect that should also be 
t-aken into account is that most 
printers with a Centronics (parrallel) 
port -Sire pratically always "100% 
EPSON compatible". Those with an 
integrated Commodore (serial) 
interfafce ai'e in most cases only 
Commodore compatible. As Geos sends 
the print-data in Epson format a 
commodore interface does work, but it 
siows down the time reciuired to 
manipulate the printer-data and this 
helps ^-ery little to achieve a fast and 
problem ft-ee printout. The slow 
traxisferal r.ate of data fi^om program to 
printer is more of a hindrance th.an an 
aid. 



The Parallel c:able v.Titten about in the 
geoI'-Jews is a ^^icome addition to the 
h.ardware required to boost the printout 
speed and results for GeosUsers. 1 ha.^ 
compared the pin connections between the 
cable in the geoKews and the caHe 
connections used here in Germany and ha-ve 
found 8. slight deflation on ideas. The 
version used here in Germanv is as follows: 



USERPORT 


=> 


CEMTROWICS 


A 


GHD 




15 


B 


FlsgBusv 


11 


C 


DO 




2 


D 


Dl 




3 


E 


D2 




4 


F 


D3 




5 


H 


D4 




6 


J 


Do 




7 


K 


D6 




8 


L 


D7 




9 


M 


PA2 Strobe 


1 



It is important that Userport pin "B" is 
connected to to Centronics port pin 11. 
Some caHes ha.^ been connected in other 
w^ay^ such as Userport pin 5 -and/or a 
combination of Centronics PinlO/11. There 
is also yet another ^'ersion for the DZJ-IO, 
U:-20 L£:-200 Star printers. This is also the 
'«rsion read in the geoKe\\« which has 
already teen mentioned. Most of the pin 
connections sre the same as aho\^, with the 
exception of the follo-wdng: 

USERPORT =>CENTROMICS 
B Flag tajsy 10 

A GRD " 19 

The connection pins for Centronics printers 
and thier uses can usually be found in the 
printer's accompanying manual. The pins on 
the userport of youi^ C64 / CI 28 are seen 
fi^orn the teck, looking from left to right, 
whereby the top row are numbered from 
1-12 and the tettom row from A-2. 



geoNEWS JUNE 1992 



I hope that this will help some of yon 
ijndecided GeosUsers as to -^fhich 
method of connecting yovi printer is 
the best! I used to hsAe a Seikosha 
SP180-VC and I am now wni'king witti 
a Star IjtZ!20 and a Centronics caHa 
Before I decided to change my printer 
I ft'as ^«ry much in the dark atout the 
correct method to use. After ha^dng 
changed printers and teing in the 
position to be able to compare notes 1 
can only say " I wjouM ne\^T go teck to 
a Co'axmodore interface.. either 
internal or external, or vrant to he 
without a geoCable, Anyrane want to buy 

a printer, it's a Seik .1 .,., - Oh! ne-ser 

rnind!! 

:-) Roy 

continued A-oin Piage I 

a^^silable in the U.K. onlv h^orn m\^elf 
direct, There are one or two members 
ha^^ing difficulty with obtaining 
Berkley Sofworks' products be it GEOS 
V2.0 or geoPUBLlSH, I haA's wi-itten 
to Berkley and asked them if w^e can 
distribute their goods through the 
club and I haA^ also %\Titten to some 
quite inftusntiai people connected 
with them to try and gain some 
support for our request Jets hope we 
get some support ft'om there because 
at present we get ''.^ry little support 
fi'oni any^itere at present, the main 
exceptions teing, GUC of Germany, 
Quincy SoftwDrks and a wry dear 
ftiend Jeanine Cutler of South 
Carolina who keeps me np to date 
with ail GEOS happenings Stateside 
and who was one of the people to 
offer me support and who ga^e me the 
encouragement to form this club in 
the first place. You \^11 see in this 
issue I'srious ad'verts for products in 
Germany, these .are MOT 



recommended in any ^^^ay te myself they 
IvBT'ie teen sent by Roy for your inform.ation, 
should anycjiie te interested in purchasing 
fi'om Germany then Roy has offered to help 
out in this respect, please read his 'open 
letter' to all memters enclosed with this 
issue. Most of \^iu will no doubt te interested 
in the German GeoRM^I, at present we do 
not know if this is compatible with our U.S. 
version but I heAe sent a copy of the U.S. 
geoRM4 GEOS V2.0 o^sr to Roy to see if the 
people concerned will either loan him one 
to try or e\«n try it themseh^s, if it is 
cornpatibJe then it has to be a sound 
proposition for anyoxie wantmg to up-grade 
their C64 memory. The probJem then will te 
getting Berkley Softworks to supply us with 
geoRM'I system disks should this proA^ 
fi'uitless then '^'e will probeHy haA« to sol^i® 
the problem ourseh^es but lets hope ws do 
not ha've to take such drastic steps. Memory 
expansion must te the great enhancement 
fcir any serious user, once j^ou haA'e oper,ated 
GEOS with a RamDisk ^^ou'll wonder whv 
they are so hard to icome by. Commodore 
could haA=e really made a Aery good profit had 
the REU's been marketed better. As a matter 
of interest at the moment (May 16 1992 ) 
the exchange rate is 2.8? DM to £l.The 
Price of the 1351 Mouse (see Page 13) seems 
as expensi\=e in Germany ^s it is here in the 
U.K. bfljt our niemter in Belgium has 
informed me that they are available in 
Belgium at £19:00 post paid. Anj'one 
interested can contact him direct,. Jean 
Parnientier, 

Beigiiun, Thank you for 
the kind offer Jean ( pronounced John), 
Finally, I %^,ill te aw«.y on holiday at the end 
of May and so any letters arriving during that 
'si^'eek will not be replied to immediately . 
Happy GEOS-ing, Frank 
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GeoRam An Alternative REU 



by Roy Mcintosh 



Speed ond rnemoiij me the ?ujo 
main factors thot go hand in 
hand in a Geos environment Unfii 
the middle of lojt par only a 
small hondful of iuck^ Geos Users 
Luere in the fortunate position to 
oujn one of the Commodore 
REUs, Of Ram Expansion Units, 
either a 1764 or 1758. These much 
sought after mochines are no 
longer on the market, and can 
nouj only be obtained by luck, 
or by checking through hords of 
adverts in various computer 
mags - that, at least, iufli the 
easel 

About the middle of last gear a 
company called Rex Data 
Technics from Hoqen, Germany, 
introduced a neuj version of the 
already knoasn REU, called 
GeoRam, for use uith Geos. The 
RAM-Mcwiule con'ies complete 
ujith a 24 page Usm Handbook 
(in the German language) and 
includes tojo disks. The hardujare 
is built around o 16cm x 6cm 
double sided RomCard and 
includes four CMOS memory 
chips. These prevent overheating.: 
a u-ieil knou-tn problem, ujhich 
has often affected the poujer 
supply units of many of the 
Commodore 64 machines, due to 
overiooding. The card is installed 
in a robust plosic housing and is 
protect from most outside 
influences. 

Softuiore-Uefsion 

The tiuo accompanying software 
disks contain tujo neuj Geos 
versions, one erf LuWch is 




!i5 Isiiqsi nveiffible 



necessary to aid tfie GeoRam in ujorking 
together with all of your normal Geos 
softujare. One of the disks contains a C64 
veision; the other is for the C128. This 
softujare has to be installed before it can 
be put to us*, and replaces the main 
Geos BootOisks friDm your softujiire pack 
at least as far as starting your program 



is concerned! 
include the 
proarams : so 
Geos System 
defunct!! The 



disks 
or 



do not 



jPaint 



installed to inciuds 
present Geos software. 



GeoWrite 

th-at your present original 

Disks do not become 

new software can be 



ind run ail of your 



After installing the chosen disk, to eithei' 
your C64 or C128 system, during which the 
resident serial number is earmarked on 
your System- and Backup disks, the 
DeskTop appears as normal. There is 
absolutely no difference to be seen 
beween running the new program and/w 
the usual Geos prcnjram, other than the 
inclusion of an t on the end of the 
configure file's narfie. On starting the 
configure file, the configure screen that 
appears 



bears a close likeness to the usual 
file. The one difference that the 
file does have is the absence of 
the DMA-mode, or Direct Memory 
Access. This is necessary due to 
the fact that, unlike the 
Commodore 1571, the 

DMA-processor is missing in the 
GeoRam. This means that the 
computer octuaBy takes over this 
part of the work. The main 
disadvantage of this is that, fcH" 
example, when working in 
GeoPaint, and you wish to 
transfere parts of a picture - or 
reinstate a picture to it's original 
form, it takes a bit longer than 
with tte 1571. This can hoidly be 
noticed though. 

The program's main job is to 
install the RAM-Drive, which could 
be Qs a 1541 (166 KB), or as a 
1571 (326 KB). This is carried out 
without any difficulty and just as 
quickly as with thie Commodore 
REU's. it is even possible to 
shodow the 1541 drive - which 
enables data being transfsred from 
the drive to be held in the RAM, 
and enables faster access during 
data-retrieval. When data is 
transfered from the REU to the 
drive, it happens at a very fast 
transferal speed, which enables a 
fast movement of data, even 
when using the larger applications, 
such as GeoWrite; GeoPaint or 
GeoPubiish. 

The GeoRam is a real alternative 
to the Commodore RAM's, for 
the C64, and the C128 models. It 
is not certain as to whether 
GeoRam exists with an English 
Program here in Germany: I shall 
find out !i 



11 



geoHEWS JUNE 1992 



■^»@^ 



m 



m. 





GEO 
CLUB 



>^ 



SEQ 
MEUIB 



'i^v 



■^^ 



TO FRANK OF GEOCLUB 

i CAME ACROSS A PD GEOS DISK WHERE THE MOUSE POiHTER 
& THE PREFERENCE ICON FILE WERE OF THE SAME DESIGN. THE 
POINTER WAS A DRAWING OF A SWORD I THOUGHT WHAT A 
GOOD IDEA, i ALSO HAD A WIZARD MOUSE POIHTER & 30 1 
THOUGHT THE WIZARD WOULD LOOK HKE AS A MATCHING 
PREFERENCE ICOT^ FILE, i HAD USED ICON EDITOR Z.8 f 
AUAILABLE ON GEOS DESK PACK ) A FEW TIMES MAINLV TO 
PASTE IN ICONS ETC. FROM PHOTOMANAGER. BUT i WANTED 
TO SEE IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO COPV THE WIZARD MOUSE 
POINTER INTO AN ICON USING THE ICON EDITOR AS THE GEOS 
MOUSE POINTER IS A SPRITE & I USE A ACTION REPLAY 
CARTRIDGE 1 DECIDED TO FREEZE THE SCREEN & Smi THE 
SPRITE & THEN USE A SPRITE EDITOR. I USED A PpfiGPaM 
CALLED PRO-SPRITE & IT WAS JUST A MATTER OF INSERTING 
THE SPRITE INTO THE PROGRAM & DOING A PRINT DUMP. THE 
AOUANTAGE IS VOU HAUE A MUCH BIGGER EDITING SCREEN TO 
WORK WITH PLUS THE PRINTOUT IS FULL SCREEN SIZE. I THEN 
DREW A GRID PATTERN OUER THE PRINTOUT AS I DID NOT 
HAUE ANV GRAPH PAPER.! THEN LOAOEi GEOS ICON EDITOR 
L9 & JUST COPIEti MS' WIZARD GRID PR-ifiTOUT. IT TOOK ME 
SOME GOOD 36 MINS. TO COPV THE WIZARD INTO A ICriN SO 
i THOU=GHT THERE MUST BE A QUICKER & EASY WAV I WAS 
LUCKV TO OWN DISKASSV I BV P.CHUGG OZ PROGRAM 
WHICH WILL CONUERT SPRITES - BITMAP FILES ( DOODLE ETC. 
) SO THEN ALL i HAD TO DO WAS SAUE THE UARIOUS PD 
GEOS MOUSE POINTERS I HAD ON BISK USMi MV CARTRIDGE 
TO SAUE THEN CONUERTiNG TO SPRITES TO DOODLE FILES & 
THAN CONUERTING TO GEOPAiNT OR PEllNTSHOP FILES IT=S 
THAN POSSIBLE TO USE GEOS GRAPHO GRABBER TO LOAD 
INTO A PHOTOMANAGER FILE. FROM THERE VOU CftN PASTE 
THEM INTO GEOPAINT IF VOU WISH TO MODIFY OR PASTE 
STRAIGHT INTO ICON EDITOR. A WORD OF WARNING IF VM 
WISH TO MODIFY YOUR POINTERS USING THE PREFEPBICE 
MANAGER DOffT FORGET TO MAKE UP A WORK DISK & 



REMEMBER ONCE INSIDE PREFERENCE MANAGER & VOU 
SELECT CHANGE & THEN SAUE S'OU WILL LOSE VOUR 
ORIGINAL ICON DESIGN AS GEOS SAUES IT'S OWN 
PREFERENCE MANAGER ICON SO KEEP A SPARE COPV iJF 
VOUR ICON HANDY THAT WAY USING ICON EDITOR VOU 
CAN INSERT VOUR OWN ICON BACK IN AGAIN IF YOU 
WISH. SO FAR I HAUE 16 GEOS MOUSE POINTERS & 
SOME 56 ODD ICONS SAiJED A3 A PHOTOMANAGER FILE. 
i DO BELIEUE S'OU CAN HAUE A LOT OF FUN & 
ENJOYMENT & ALSO HAUE S'OUR OWN PERSONAL 
DESIGN ICONS WHICH LOOKS A LOT BETTER WHEN VOU 
LOAD IN VOUR GEOS WORK DISKS. FRANK CASSIDV 
WAS TELLING ME WE HAUE SOME GEOCLUB WOMEN 
MEMBERS SO LADIES HOW ABOUT WRITING IN & TELLING 
VOUR UIEWS ABOUT GEONEWS 1 LOOK FORWARD TO 
YOUR COMMENTS. 

YOURS FAITHFULLY 

PETER HUNT 

OZ DOWN UNDER 
The pointers mentioned in this article 
'R'ill te a'iwilatile on the forthcoming 
geoCLUB EUsks o^'er the next few 
months along with other items ft'om 
Peter. { FranJt} 



NEWMEMBEI^ 

Hew niemters this month are. 



Charles Lane 
Carmei Busutii 
Terry Chadban 
EJudley Anderson 
Kevin Sheriden 



Clwyd 

MALTA 

02 

02 

02 



\reLCOME one and all !!!!! 



LATE DELI\TERY 

On very few occasions I he-ar of 
mernters geoPJEV/S not arri-^ang.. 
these occurences are 'very few and far 
bet-R^een but should ycnjr copy not 
arri'i'e by tJie end of the first -R^eek of 
the month please contact me to 
check, usually they are dispatched in 
the last days of the month pre^^ious to 
the headline date , 
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Something 
New 
From 



Quincy Softzuorks 



rhe Mammals Who Make GEOS Better! 




"Dweezil Never Bytes!" 



DweezilDiskS!! 

Public Domain Revisited 




Yours For Only £9:00 



colcr 



Font: Tmws-fiomui 


L 


ICancell I 


SzcK f H C H 0124 1 


Spochf: 22 


1 


UHKILHE liTiTTB 


■EUEISE 1 


1 OK 1 ITALICS 


OUTIK 1 






DweeziLabel!! 

The hottest GEOS label program to come along in years! ! 

* Print high resolution graphic labels or standard text labels! 

* Save label data in files that hold 50 labels each, 6 lines per label.! 

* Sort labels 7 different ways, like a data base! 

* Import paint scraps to be used as labels, or use them as backgrounds for labels you create 
using almost any font you choose. 

* Select form sizes from 1" to 11"! ♦ You chose which of the six lines to print! 

* Print multiple copies of one label, or one each of a range of individual labels! 



MYgeoDIARY!! 

How would you like to keep track of your exciting daily life just like Doogie Howser does? 
WeU, now you can, with lVrygeoT>TARY our completely revised auto-exec diary 
application! Each time you boot GEOS MYgeoDTARY wUl run, aUowing you to make 
short entries of your daily happenings! These entries become part of a monthly geoWrite file 

which you can edit with geoWrite!! And if your life is boring, use it to save recipes or 

keep track of someone else's life that is more exciting! This new version works in 40 or 80 
columns!! Get a life!! Then record it for posterity with MYgeoDTARY !!! 



I foand this wofiL 
tU aiifoae ebe? 
AMI 

I VES I NO I 



I ILLEGAL WORDI 



I EeoWORPS I 



Mu Un,a rn..,;. 1(S2 



Dnc Diciflj, 

\ long for th« day when oO of (h« people who 

doomloflded "Neuuloob" ond DOfT send me anij shweuunce uiai 

f«fce the effCK in their lunys and send nny the JK.MB they 

cokctMlij oiue itmS 



Mnn. thai reoij bung nue oyti 



Line Naak«f: 7 



gjck Mo«i« To Flakli liym 



MVqeoDIABV HE: DMtVJnnX Todt^: Jgnuarg t BS; 



geoWORDS!! 



You may have played this game in the "REAL" world! You may have played it in the 
Commodore world! But you've never played it in the GEOS world!!! 
Q^WORPS, the most exciting interactive word search game ever developed for GEOS. 
Play against the computer and up to four otiiers! GeoWORns comes with a ready-made list 
of over 1600 words!! Or start from scratch and watch the computer learn new words each 
game it plays. Let tiie computer pick the letter tiles, or enter your own letters!. Print out the 
game results and word lists. A GREAT learning tool for the whole famUy! Once you 
start playing GeoWORDS vou won 't stop!! 



Please Read : Dw^ziLabel has been tested successfully on the printers most commonly used with GEOS. However, it has not been tested on 
pnntCTs which only use 7 pms and may not have satisfactory results. Earlier versions of the programs on DweezilDLsk 3 are part of the pubUc 
domain. GeoWORDS is only slighUy different from the original. MYgeoDTARY and DweeziLabel are completely revised programs, llie 
new versions are NOT part of the public domain. All of tiie products advertised for sale in tiiis pubUcation are Copyrieht (C) 1990 1991 1992 bv 
Quincy Softworks and David B. Ferguson. ' ' 
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STOP PRESS 
STOP PRESS 

STOP PRESS 



Uur man m_G8rmany Roy, had located some geoRAMS at an ewstremley cheap 
price ot 1 rO DM, This is apporximately £62, this redly is a terKain. There is 
the strong posslMity that VAT W3uld have to te paid and due to exchange rate 
fliKuation it may mean a rise in price to £80, still a very good price, especially 
when yDu think that they are unobtainable here. I would certainly recomend 
anyone serious about GEOS to consider this offer as it may weU. te the last 
chance. If yov. hav'e ne'/er run C4E0S in RAIvl then yr.u don't know whot j-ou are 
missing, as far es speed goes it is as they say " the difference tet^-^^en %^glking 
and fi\?ing a plane". We need firm comitments, and you would ha-i^ to pay 'up " 
ft'ont' niether Roy, myself or the club can affiurd to pay for these and then 
collect the money later. If ;^ou are interested please drop me a note with >^u 
ccrnitment and joj. telephone number so I can contact \Ciii n nicker thsn ' 
writting. ( DO WOT THONE ME BEFORE JUNE 1st I will te on holidav ). On 
mflection we could ha^e cdled this the German Issue I Thanks Rov vou have 



done a splendid iob 



pTiD CAT L? 

ITT _^ 



Vfe also ha^« two memters selling up vftio ha^ a few items for sale Please ^i^ 
l:hem a ring and 'check it out" thev are,.., * 



th 

Alan Morris on 0'^ 

Steven Wilkins 09 



CHESTER 
WALTHAM CROSS 



Apologi^ for any errors and omissions but I am off to Scarbourgh in 2 hours 
time so I cutting it fine and my family are not awsi'e I am in here doing this last 
niinu.te iob Bveeeeee^ Frank 



